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".In'tHe essays ritten within the last yeer,
a  considerable change of spelling iz intro.
duced by way of  experiment.     This lib-
erty waz   taken by the writers before the
age of Queen Elizabeth, and to this we are
iiideted for the preference of   modern spell-
ing over that of Gower and Oliaucer.    The
man who  admits that the dbtange of hous-
bonde, mynde, ygone, moneth   into husband,
mind,   gone,   month,   iz   ail    improovment,
must acknowledge also the riting of helth,
bretli, rong, tung, mmith, to be an iinproov-
ment.     There iz no alternativ-      Every pos-
sible reezon  that could  ever Tbe offered for
altering  the spelling of wurds,  stil exists in
full force ;   and if a gradual   reform should
not be made in our language,  it will proov
that   we   are   less  under  the    influence  of
reezon tnan our ancestors."

TMs passage from the Preface, as well as
those papers in the volume which follow the
same style of orthography or rather cacog-
raphy, will illustrate well enough the un-
principled character of the reform as it lay
in Webster's mind. He acted upon the
merest empiricism apparently, without any
well-considered plan, making tlie spelling